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oulj where they grow naturally, but also 
in what climate arid soil 'they may be 
cultivated with success. 

The administration or the Museum 
justly appreciating sei vices which An- 
dre' Michaux lus rendeied to the sci- 
ence of natural lustoiy, and especially 



to that establishment, has decreed that 
his bust shall be placed on the jufmte 
of the temperate gieen-house, with 
those ot Commerson, de Dombey, 
and other traveller, by whom its col- 
lections have been emiched. 



DE fACli ED A NECDOTES, 



Al,F&TO AND CHARLEMAGNE. 

THE following pictuie ot these two 
great moharchs, drawn by the 
hand of a frenchman, will probably 
be the more inteiestmg on this ac- 
count to the English reader. 

In the feudal ages two great men 
adorned the throne, Alfred and Chaile- 
niagiie. 

'i he former of these, the wiser, and 
pethaps too the greater man, was 
contented with re-conquering the do- 
minions of his forefathers , foi he 
thought the charge of the smallest 
state suffi< lent to fiud employment 
for the gieatest genius. Me was the 
legislatoi , ami in some sort the crea - - 
tor of his kingdom, Rome, which 
he had seen in his youth, andwheie 
the fine arts still exhibited some traces 
of grandeur, left in his mind profound 
and usedil leinembrances. lie knew 
every thing, that was to be known 
in his age ; -yet his natural endow- 
ments far exceeded thos-e he had ac- 
tju'ued. Superior to all his contempo- 
raries in the extent of Ins conceptions, 
it he did not abolish slaveiy, he 
paved the way for liberty by pro* 
tecting laws. He ordained, that the 
accused should be judged by his e- 
quals, an act ot sublime foresight, 
capable itself of rendering his name 
immortal. There are institutions, the 
importance of which is unpeicetvt-d 
by the vulgar, and which great minds 
alone can appieciate: they appear to 
have but a slight, and scarcely per- 
ceptible influence, but in the course 
of time they produce the happiest le- 
sults. Plants that attain at their birth 
all the beauty ot which they are 
susceptible, often fade the day they 
were called into existence; but the 
oak, the pride of our forests, that 
lees many generations pajss away, 



while it retains the vigour of youth, 
uses by slow gradations. That trial 
by juiy, which Alfred adopted, if he 
did not cieate, gave the English people 
notions. ot natuial justice; habituated 
their minds to the discussion and ex- 
amination of their dealest concerns ; 
and rendeied them in the end capable 
of ex'toiting fiom John that gieat 
charter, which may be consideied a? 
the foundation stone of their consti- 
tution, and the certain, though remote 
cause of their insurrections against 
tyianny, of those laws that stamp le- 
gitimacy on their pride, and have pro- 
em ed them two centunes of eneigy 
and glory. 

The career of Charlemagne was 
moie bnlliant. The extent of Ivs 
conquests, the constant success of his 
aims, the giandeur of his piojects, 
ci own his name not only with dazzling 
illusions, but with solid lustre. He 
was gieat, when he consulted the 
will of the public in the Champ de 
Mars: but he thought not of creating 
a people, oj durst not make the at- 
tempt lie rendeied sacrrd the feudal 
system by £lie most imposing actions : 
and aftei his death, the nobles and 
the cleigy, whom, his genius alone 
could lestiain, became the scouiges 
of the nation, and the tyiants ot his 
weak success. >rs Eew men however 
rise completely above the age in which 
they live: modern histoiy abounds 
with hriiics; but it exhibit? lew ol 
those b»ld retm mers, who bea,i clown, 
eveiy obstacle to the happiness p( 
mankind, and by the lapidity pf their 
progiess, and st length ot their genjus, 
outstrip the slow and timid course of 
reason in the mass of the people. 

DEBASING EFFECTS OF THE PRtSENT 
SYSTEM OF GAOLS ON THEIR INMATtS, 

A number ot convicts under sen- 
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tence of transportation for Botany Bay, 
ih passing thiough the town of Lis- 
Imin lately, were in a state of com- 
plete intoxication. Such an instance 
ot thoughtless profligacy, and apparent 
incorrigibility, demonstrates the errois 
of the present system of prison dis- 
cpline, when so indecent an exhi- 
bition publicly through a country 
would be permitted. It affords no 
salutary warning to deter other of- 
fenders, but exnibits to open View 
the system ot depravity in gaols. 
Unless the Philadelphia prison, and 
other similar institutions gave ample 
proofs of the possibility ©t reforming 
some very haidened criminals by a 
system of regularity, and hard labour, 
with a due mixtuie of wholesome se- 
verity tempeied with meicy, in which 
hope is held out as a powerful stimu- 
lant to reform, and to procure a- 
iuendment m the prisoners, we might 
almost despair of effecting any radical 
reform, and put up with the present 
system, which without a just adapta- 
tion of means to an end, like a bung- 
ling quack, attempts to cure all dis- 
eases by the one lemedj, andawatds 
death as the punishment for crimes 
of very different magnitude and de- 
grees of culpamlity. For want of 
timely prevention, and an enlightened 
mode ot correction. 

•* Society grown weary qt the load, 
Shakes hei incumbei'd lap, and casts 
tbem out " 
But happily, and to the honour of 
human nature, facts which afford the 
strongest arguments, demonstrate the 
practicability of reforming through the 
means of an effective system of im- 
proved discipline in pnsons. K. 

DANGER OF INSPIRING CHILDREN WITH 
NOTIONS OF CRUELTY, AND A FOND- 
NESS EOa MILITARY PURSUITS. 

Volney in his lectures on history, 
relates that in the year 1795, in cros- 
sing France from Nice to Pans, he 
had frequently obseiyed the children 
hang.ng cats on lamp posts, and guil- 
lotining poultiy in imitation of the 
revolutionary tribunals. He justly le- 
marks, " if the piesent generation, 
educated in gentle manners, and which 
in infancy knew no other toys than 
dolls and paper castles, has in so 
shott a fme taken a direction to san- 
gmu.ii y manners, what may be expect- 



ed from that, ■which is rising up in 
the midst of rapine, and carnage, and 
which makes horrors the Sports of 
youth." We appear in these countries 
to be rapidly following the example 
of France in assuming a tone oi mi- 
litary manners. Drums and swords 
haiVe become the play-things of chil- 
dren, and id some schools military 
exeicise fotips a regular part of the 
employment of play hours. The re- 
turn of Europe to the ferocious man- 
ners ot the £nribri and leutones is 
greatly to be dreaded. At least the 
minds of youth should be guarded 
against the infection. Alexander, is 
said to have becpme a warrior by 
reading Homer's Iliad, and admiring 
the character of Achilles, 'i he his. 
tory of Alexander, written by Quin- 
tius Curtius was a piincipal cause of 
contributing to the military mania of 
CbarJes Jill, and the wars, which in 
consequence so long desolated Europe. 
It would be of signal seivice to in- 
stil into youth 3 disrelish of military 
heiowm 

" Fiom Macedonia's madman to the 
Swede." 

of the latter Johnson remarks, 

" He left the name, at which the woild 

grew pale 
To point a moial, or adprn a tale," K. 

THE CRUELTY OF THE MISREPRESENT ATK»<S 
OF BIGOTRY JNCONSISTEKT WJTH 1RVE 
RELIGION. 

As Boerhaave, then a young man, 
was travelling iu a trackschute in 
Holland, a conversation arose on the 
doctrines of Spinosa. Boerhaave si- 
lently attended to the discourse, tilj 
one of the company desirous to mani- 
fest his zeal, instead of confuting the 
positions of Spinosa, by argument, 
gave way to contumelious language, 
and virulent invective. Boerhaave was 
so little pleased with' this manner, 
that he quietjy asked him, " whether 
he had ever read the author, against 
whom he declaimed ?" The orator not 
being able to answer, was checked, 
and confounded. In a few days after- 
wards it was reported at Leyden that 
Boerhaave had revolted to Spinosa, 
and was* an Atheist, and the leport 
was generally credited, notwithstand- 
ing he had previously wutten against 
that doclune. 'I hus the malice of/ 
some, and the indiscreet zeal of others, 
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often htjrry them fo misrepresent 
those who think differently from 
them, In no cases is fiery zeal more 
displayed than on the subject of re- 
ligion, and the principle which ought 
to muderate human passions, by its 
misapplication not (infrequently in- 



flames them to -the greatest excess. Such 
a course may be generally expected, 
so long as religion is placed in be- 
lief, and external observances, and 
not in the due regulation of the heart 
and temper. K. 



ORIGINAL POETRY. 



THE FUNERAL OF ISABELLA. 

By a young Lady. 

" HILE sad and solemn sorrow breathes 
around. 
While batn'd in tears her sad compa- 
nions mourn, 
Mark, as she slowly treads the sainted 
ground, 
A mothei's giief o'er Isabella's urn. 

" Too late t came," the hapless mourner 
cries, 
" Another hi east receiv'd her last dear 
sigh !"— 
Whatjchecks each plaint, each murmur 
as they rise ?— - 
An angel's voice, which breathes this 
soft reply. 

" The host of heaven approve with fond 
delight, 
When virtuous age th' immortal crown 
receives, 
But Ob! with dearer joy they Mess the 
sight 
When youth resigned each earthly plea- 
sure leaves. 

When youth, when health, when new 
balf-tasted joys, 
Hope's spirit gay, and beauty's open- 
ing bloom, 
Are offer'd all, a willing sacrifice 
To him who calls them to au early tomb. 

How smalt the change thus cropt a beau- 
teous flower, 
To mould it 10 ethereal texture bright I 
Think ere this moment, touch'd by 
heavenly power, 
She moves a seraph in the realms of 
light. 

A sweeter grace her features soft assume, 
To her fair form resplendent wings are 
giyeu, 
jpjviner glories all her looks illume, 
<\nd she who charmed on earth now 
smites in bwvejj ! " 



SATURDAY NIGHT. 
IHF, tailor plies his needle fast 
Shoe-makers also use their last, 
For all is hurry, all is haste, 

On Saturday night. 
The labourer receives his hire, 
And gratifies his high desire 
Of guzzling beer by alehouse fire 

On Saturday night. 
And oh ! how grievous and provoking. 
To mend the holes of many a stocking, 
While her tired foot the cradle's rockmi. 

On Saturday night. 
See the young boy impatient itches, 
T' adorn himself with his new breeches, 
*' It Wants good sir, but twenty stitches 

This Saturday night. 
Young miss has called once, twice or 

thrice. 
She wants her Spanish pumps so nice, 
" They shall be done miss in a trice, 

This Saturday night. 
See posts or hosts M'here'er be turns 
Distractthe tradesman's mind which burns, 
A in! oh bis wife she inly mourns 

On Saturday night. 
For she bas Indie's shoes to bind, 
And she has a cross child to mind, 
For cares and business are combined. 

On Saturday night* 
Then let ns leave this trading world, 
Which in. confusion still is hurl'd, 
Pains aud griefs are all unfurl'd 

On Saturday night. 
The lady combs her auburn hair. 
No toils and troubles does she share, 
But for the morrow does prepare 

On Saturday nigbt. 
But ah she fears some other belle, 
Shall all her ornaments excel. 
And to her mind such' thoughts are hell 

On Saturday night. 
The servant maid whose only dower. 
Is fame of how that she can scour. 
Exerts her skill witb all her power 

On Saturday night. 



